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Chapter 6 Page Layout

the * universal selector, which will target all HTML elements. The CSS style rule to apply
harder-box box-sizing to all elements with the universal selector is

* [ box-sizing: border-box; }

Feel free to experiment with the box-sizing property and the egampie files (chaptert/
boxsizingl.html and chapter6/boxsizing2.html in the student files).

6.6 CSS Two-Column Layout

Your First Two-Column Layout

A common design for a web page is a tw
by configuring one of the columns to float on the

o-column layout. This is accomplished with CSS
web page. Coding HTML is a skill and

skills are best learned by practice. The next Hands-On Practice guides you as you convert

a single-column page layout

(Figure 6.13) into your first two-column layout (Figure 6.14).
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Figure 6.13 Single-column Figure 6.14 Two-column
layout. layout.

Hands-On Practice 6.3

A. Review single-column layout. Launch a text editor, and open the singlecol.ntml

file from the chapter6 folder in the student files. Take a moment to look over the
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Figure 6.15 Web page with single-column layout.

code. Notice the structure of
the HTML tags correspond to
wireframe in Figure 6.13.

<body>

<div id="wrapper">
<header>' </header>
<nav> </nav>
<main> </main>
<footer> </footer>

</div>
</body>

Save the file as index.html. When
you display index.html in a browser,
your display should be similar to
Figure 6.15.

6.6 CSS Two-Column Layout

B. Configure a two-column layout. Launch a text editor and open the index.html
file. You will edit the HTML and CSS to configure a two-column layout as shown in
Figure 6.14 wireframe.

1. Edit the HTML. The single-column navigation is horizontal but the two-column

navigation will be displayed in a vertical orientation. Later in this chapter, you'll

learn how to configure
navigation hyperlinks within
an unordered list but for
now, a quick adjustment

is to code a line break tag
after each of the first two
hyperlinks in the nav area.

. Configure the float with

CSS. Locate the style tags
in the head section of the
document and code the fol-
lowing style rule as embed-
ded CSS to configure a nav
element with a width of 90px
that floats to the left.

nav { float: left;
width: 90px; }

Save the file and tast it

in the Firefox or Chrome
browser. Your display will
be similar to Figure 6.16.
Notice that the content in
the main area wraps around
the floated nav element.

. Configure two columns

with CSS. You just con-
figured the nav element to
float on the left. The main
element will be in the right-
side column and will be
configured with a left mar-
gin (the same side as the
float). To get a two-column
look, the value of the mar-
gin should be greater than
the width of the floated ele-
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Figure 6.16 The nav is floating on the left
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Figure 6.17 Two-column layout

ment. Open the index.html file in a text editor and code the following style rule to
configure a 100px left margin for the main element.

main { margin-left: 100px; }

Save the file and test it in the Firefox or Chrome browser. Your display will be simi-
lar to Figure 6.17 with a two-column layout.
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4. Enhance the page with CSS. Code
the following style rules as embedded
CSS to create a more appealing web
page. When you have completed this
step, your page should be similar to

Page Heading

This is & sentence. This is 2 sentence. Thisisa Flgure 6-18.
| m‘nﬂfﬁﬂ&tﬂ-lmt Thisisasuncnt:_ T
g ’;‘:;,“”‘m?“‘:;m“m‘f‘“;,;‘;‘:; a. The body element selector. Con-
’ e et v figure a dark background color.
| This is a sesfence. This is a sentence Thisisa
g i sy body { background-color:

serence Thisism e #000066; }

| Copyrigiht © 2018

b. The wrapper id selector. Configure
Figure 6.18 Final two-column layout 80% width, centered on the page,
and a light (#EAEAEA) background
‘ color. This background color will display behind child elements (such as the nav ele-
; ment) that do not have a background color configured.

#wrapper { width: 80%;
margin-left: auto; -
margin-right: auto;
background-color: #EAEAEA; } )
¢. The header element selector. Configure #CCCCFF backgrolnd color.
| header { background-color: #CCCCFF; }

d. The h1 element selector. Configure O margin and 10px of pad;ling.
hl { margin: 0; P i
padding: 10px; } |
e. The nav element selector. Edit the style rule and add a declaration for 10 pixels of L
padding.
nav { float: left;
width: 90px;
padding: 10px; !} i
£ The main element selector. Edit the style rule and add a declaration for 10 pix- '
els of padding and #FFFFFF background color.
main { margin-left: 100px;
padding: 10px;
background-color: #FFFFFF; |} '
g. The footer element selector. Configure centered, italic text, and a #CCCCFF :
background color. Also configure the footer to clear all floats. 5
footer { text-align: center; h
font-style: italic;
background-color: #CCCCEF;
clear: both; }

Save your file and test it in the Firefox or Chrome browser. Your display should be similar to
Figure 6.18. You can compare your work to the sample in the student files (chapter6/6.3/
index.htmi). Internet Explorer does not support the HTMLS main element. You will need to
nudge Internet Explorer to comply by adding the display: block; declaration (introduced
later in this chapter) to the styles for the main element selector. An example solution is in the _
:\ student files (chapter6/6.3/iefix.htmi).
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